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Could This Reimagined
Traveling Carnival Get Kids
Hooked on Science?

When you say the word “engineering,” to kids, their eyes glaze
over, but when you say “lasers, robots and fire” kids get interested.

By Brent Bushnell
May 3, 2013
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When we were kids my brother Tyler and | played A LOT of video games. Our dad was
in the game business and would bring home all the latest consoles and accessories. It
wasn't long before playing wasn’t enough and we decided to start building our own
games. We drew levels on 8.5 x 11-inch sheets of paper and arranged them end-to-
end, snaking all over our bedroom. When we ran out of space we wallpapered the
entire garage.

Later we built and printed a collectible card game, and crafted our own board game.
An important transition occurred when we moved from making analog games to
making digital games using HyperCard and other software tools. That transition had
the most profound impact on my career and my life’s work.
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My brother and | were willing to take on hard tasks, learn difficult skills, and work
through the night because we were so passionate about making our own games. Now,
years later, we're both engineers—I'm the co-founder of Two Bit Circus, a Los Angeles-
based think tank focused on reinventing education and amusement—and we're both
ridiculously passionate about what we do.

Sadly, too few kids today grow up in the type of supportive, creative environment that
nurtured us. And the consequences are staggering.

According to Naval STEM, only 33 percent of eighth graders are interested in science,
technology, engineering, or math majors and only 6 percent of high school seniors will
get a bachelor’'s degree in a STEM field. Currently in the state of California, “despite
record unemployment, employers report being unable to find qualified candidates in
STEM despite more than 1 million new STEM jobs on the horizon.”

How could some of the most high-paying, exciting jobs go unfilled? Part of the
problem is students don’t understand that engineering is fun. We must find a new way
to excite kids about STEM studies and | think | have a solution. When you say the word
“engineering,” to kids, their eyes glaze over. But, when my co-founder Eric Gradman
and | present to middle and high school kids we say “lasers, robots and fire!” and get
their complete attention. It's been so effective, we've decided to go big.

Today, we're launching the STEAM Carnival, a re-imagined entertainment experience
with the goal of inspiring kids of all ages about science, technology, engineering, art,
and math. We're using high-tech fun as a platform to generate curiosity about the
software, electronics, fabrication, and robotics that go into pulling off large-scale
stunts.

We've even crafted special kits that we’ll make available to kids in advance of the
event so they can make their own futuristic entertainment and be part of the show.
Kids will be able to contribute to a gallery of digital art, a concert of musical robots,
and a fashion show of wearable electronics.

The STEAM Carnival will start in Los Angeles in Spring 2014, head up to San Francisco,
and after that we'll go to whichever cities will have us. We're so excited about all of
this and can’t wait to show the world.

This is a massive undertaking for our entire team, and we need your help to pull it off.
We're launching a Kickstarter campaign today and our goal is to raise at least
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$100,000 in the next 39 days so we can bring our high-tech carnival to life. If we raise
enough money, we have a bunch of corporate sponsors tee'd up that will help to really
add fuel to our fire.

We have to act now. The STEM/STEAM movements are gaining traction but we need to
do more. The White House launched a massive STEM initiative, musician and activist,
will.i.,am has launched i.am.STEAM with Discovery Education, and companies like Cisco,
Time Warner, GE, and SanDisk are committing to mentorship and education. We hope
to make the STEAM Carnival integral to this movement.

So come run away and join the circus with us!

Click here add building the STEAM Carnival to your GOOD “to-do” list.

This project will be featured in GOOD’s Saturday series Push For Good—our guide
to crowdfunding creative progress.
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Man’s dog suddenly becomes protective of his wife,
Internet clocks the reason right away

The online community came through in a big way.

TOD PERRY GOOD STAFE = 8/18/2025

Reddit user Girlfriendhatesmefor’s three-year-old pitbull, Otis, had recently become
overprotective of his wife. So he asked the online community if they knew what might
be wrong with the_dog.

“A week or two ago, my wife got some sort of stomach bug,” the Reddit user wrote
under the subreddit /r/dogs. “She was really nauseous and ill for about a week. Otis is
very in tune with her emotions (we once got in a fight and she was upset, | swear he
was staring daggers at me lol) and during this time didn’t even want to leave her to go
on walks. We thought it was adorable!”

KEEP READING >
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14 images of badass women who destroyed
stereotypes and inspired future generations

These trailblazers redefined what a woman could be.

CRAIG CARILLI — 5/22/2023

Throughout history, women have stood up and fought to break down barriers imposed
on them from stereotypes and societal expectations. The trailblazers in these photos
made history and redefined what a woman could be. In doing so, they paved the way
for future generations to stand up and continue to fight for equality.

ARTICLES LEGACY

Why mass shootings spawn conspiracy theories

Mass shootings and conspiracy theories have a long history.

STEPHANIE KELLEY-ROMANO MICHAEL ROCQUE — 5/22/2023

While conspiracy theories are not limited to any topic, there is one type of event that
seems particularly likely to spark them: mass shootings, typically defined as attacks in
which a shooter Kills at least four other people.

KEEP READING >

LOAD MORE

ADVERTISEMENT



https://www.good.is/category/articles/
https://www.good.is/category/legacy/
https://www.good.is/badass-women-stereotypes-generations-rp/
https://www.good.is/author/craig-carilli/
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/advancing-mass-shooting-research-inform-practice
https://www.good.is/mass-shootings-and-conspiracy-theories-rp/
https://www.good.is/category/articles/
https://www.good.is/category/legacy/
https://www.good.is/mass-shootings-and-conspiracy-theories-rp/
https://www.good.is/author/stephaniekelley-romano/
https://www.good.is/author/michaelrocque/

IDEAS

A bride collapsed during her own rehearsal dinner toast. The detective who burst in
explained everything.

TECHNOLOGY

British engineer uses 500 disposable vape batteries to power up electric car

IDEAS

Woman at airport quietly pays for dad who couldn’t afford toddler’s $700 ticket
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Second-grade teacher asks her students for marriage advice. Here’s their 7 best responses.

SOCIETY

Her bosses wore the same sneakers but only she got fired. So she took them to court and
won.
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